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not a peculiar substance, since it displays properties
different from every other body.

Messrs Exschaquet and Struve * have endeavoured,
on the other hand, to prove, that the phosphoric and
boracic acids are the same. Bat their experiments
merely show, that these acids resemble one another in
several particulars ; and though they add considerably*
to our knowledge of the properties of the phosphoric
acid, they are quite inadequate to establish the principle
which these chemists had in view; since it is not suf-
ficient to prove the identity of the two acids, to show
us a resemblance in a few particulars, while they differ
in many others. Boracic acid must therefore be consi-
dered as a distinct substance*

1.  The easiest method of procuring boracic acid is Prepare
the  following one :  Dissolve borax in  hot water, and        "    .
filter the solution ;.tben add sulphuric acid, by little and

little, till the liquid has a sensibly acid taste. Lay it
aside to cool, and a great number of small shining lami-
nated crystals will form. These are the boracic acid.
They are to be washed with cold water, and drained
upon brown paper.

2.  Boracic acid, thus procured, is in the form of thin  Properties.,
hexagonal scales, of a silvery whiteness, having some
resemblance to spermaceti, and the same kind of greasy

feel. It has a sourish taste at firstf, then makes a bit-
terish cooling impression, and at last leaves an agreeable
sweetness. It has no smell 5 but when sulphuric acid

* Jour, de Pbys. xxviii. 11 6.
f Owing most probably to the remains of the acid employed in pro-
curing it; for it loses that taste when heated to redness.